Settling the Ohio:
An Interactive History of the Settlement of Marietta, Ohio
Introduction

ArcGIS was used to overlay five historical maps of Marietta through
georeferencing. Map layers show users how Ohio lands were surveyed
by members of the Ohio Company of Associates. The maps also show
where the settlement was situated at the convergence of the Ohio and
Muskingum Rivers. This tool allows users to pinpoint ancient locations
on a modern-day map, including the Hopewell culture mounds (map
on left) .

StoryMap and Image Annotation

StoryMap is a digital tool that was created by ESRI and is compatible
with ArcGIS Online. It was used to house the maps, timeline, and
external links to additional websites. ThingLink is a tool for annotating
digital images with icons. Clicking the icons displays pop-ups with
additional information or options for user interaction. Annotations can
include links to other websites or videos.

Through a digital platform, users can visually experience the planned
community of Marietta and the settlers interaction with the Native
Americans in Ohio in a broader context. Map layers provide
perspective to modern-day viewers and demonstrate how multiple
cultures laid claim to the same lands. By presenting information in a
timeline, observers can see how various events affected the migrating
Americans and local native cultures. It also illuminates trends of
conflict that culminated in the Treaty of Greenville and subsequent
expulsion of Native Americans from the Ohio territory. Each part of
this project helps the public learn about this important period of
historic settlement and better understand the implications of early
western migration to and settlement of the Ohio territory.

This digital history project was created to help students, scholars, and
educators of all ages engage in learning about Marietta's history of
settlement. The interactive maps, timeline, and external links to images
and informational sources were intended to appeal to a general
audience and allow users to explore different topics at their leisure
and interest level. External links to reliable sources of information were
needed to present information in a format that was both engaging and
credible.
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ArcGIS

The organized settlement of Marietta, situated in present-day Ohio on
the Muskingum and Ohio Rivers, acts as a microhistory for the early
years of Ohio. Marietta was the first permanent American settlement in
the Old Northwest Territory. Its conception and settling by members of
the Ohio Company of Associates reflect some of the tensions between
American pioneers and the Native Americans who already inhabited
the land. The information was presented as impartially as possible,
using historical documents that portray the viewpoints of both the
European settlers and Native Americans already in the Ohio.
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Digital Tools
Timeline JS

Timeline JS is a timeline tool created by Knight Lab. It offers a clean interface for showing the order of
events in Marietta’s history, from its conception in 1784 until Ohio statehood in 1802. It includes
links to pictures and digitized copies of primary sources, including letters and treaties between the
United States government and various Indian tribes. Representing both viewpoints allows users to
learn about and better understand how fear and tension felt by both groups exploded into hostile
conflict in Marietta and other parts of Ohio (timeline excerpt below).

Conclusion

Studying Marietta provides a rare glimpse into the post-Revolutionary
War American frontier. Not only is Marietta the first permanent
settlement established in the fledgling country, but it is also one of the
few places that documented the settlement process so thoroughly.
Many of the original primary sources still exist in archives and private
collections. This project allows modern-day historians of all levels to
access these treasures and learn about the adventures, successes, and
failures of Marietta’s early inhabitants.

